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Finalists’ Weekend Great Success

UT Dallas #1!Check out the blog!

IN THE NEWS...
The Alumni Association played a new, key role in the selection process

The Alumni Association’s involvement 
with this year’s Finalists’ Weekend was 
nothing short of spectacular. Over a quar-
ter of total graduated alumni returned 
to Dallas this year to assist with various 
parts of the weekend, truly highlighting 
just how much we care about the future 
of the program and the scholars we help 
to choose. 

For the first time ever, all interviews 
this year were conducted by pairs of alum-
ni, and over half of the selection commit-

tee itself was composed of McDermott 
alums. From application reading to the 
very last conversations at the end of the 
weekend with finalists and parents alike, 
alumni were involved throughout the 
process on a scale never before seen. 

There was no shortage of social events, 
either. The weekend kicked off with a get 
together at Mary McDermott Cook’s 
house in Oak Cliff, with additional social 
events on both Saturday and Sunday. 

  (continued on page 8)

Read updates from the current scholars:
https://mcdermottscholars.wordpress.com/

Congratulations to the upcoming grad-
uates of the class of 2013! (pg. 9)

New alumni are here!
UT Dallas ranked top among US uni-
versities under the age of 50.  (pg. 7)

SMILE FOR THE ASSOCIATION
The Association has a connection 
with AmazonSmile. Next time you 
shop on Amazon, make sure to link 
to our Association and increase 
your support for UTD.

COMETS GIVING DAY
To represent our alumni members, 
the Association participated in the 
university’s giving day on April 4 
by donating $300. UTD as a whole 
raised nearly $200,000. 

McD CUP ANOTHER SUCCESS
The end of 2016 resulted in a strong 
competition among the classes for 
the top prize in donating and fund-
raising. The Association set anoth-
er record in dollars raised.

CURRENT McD PRIDE
The Association says congratula-
tions to Junior Matthew Salm who 
earned both a Truman Scholarship 
and a Udall Scholarship. 

OUR TUBE IS YOUTUBE
Did you miss our  annual meeting 
at Finalists’ Weekend? Do you want 
to relive those moments? Lucky for 
you, the video of the Alumni Asso-
ciation annual meeting is available 
on YouTube. Watch it (and like it!) 
here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=D6tNTTBO9B0

S u m m e r  2 0 1 7

Alumni from all classes met at Mary McDermott Cook’s house in Dal-
las to kick-off the weekend. This social gathering will become an annual event.
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President’s Desk

No score and three 
years ago, I had the 
privilege of becom-
ing President of 
this Association, 
and that title and 
office came with 
a duty and a mis-
sion – to structure 
and position our 

Association in ways that would allow us not only 
to have an expansive positive impact within and 
beyond UT-Dallas, but also to overcome the chal-
lenges of the non-profit world and endure the test 
of time.
 Cornerstone measures and crucial steps have 
been taken in the past three years with those stakes 
in mind. We have taken over the interviews and 
application vetting of finalists and hold a majority 
in the Selection Committee of Finalists Weekend, 
thus exerting as much influence as possible in pick-
ing our future peers. 
 We have developed relationships with other 
major DFW organizations, such as Social Venture 
Partners Dallas and the Dallas Symphony Orches-
tra, cementing our reputation as an active organi-
zation committed to the improvement of our local 
communities. 
 We have established and executed special 
events to strengthen our bonds as Alumni, connect 

us as McDermotts with current scholars, and re-
affirm our prestige as a philanthropic group – all 
ranging from mixers and happy hours to our bian-
nual Quasar Vision Award signature luncheon.
 We have also invested time, effort, and money 
into making all of this happen, which has meant 
almost fulfilling our $100k pledge to UT-Dallas, 
endowing the Worsfold Grants for community ser-
vice at the university, and increasing our in-house 
fundraising by 150% via our Cup, culminating with 
a $1 million gift from an anonymous donor to keep 
supporting our activities and mission. 
 The past five years may not have been easy for 
the Association to navigate, a few times blundering 
through, but we’ve managed to build a solid foun-
dation for the future to come, despite known and 
unknown errors and learning curves along the way.
 Growing and maturing as an organization hold 
plenty of fresh challenges in our horizon. None-
theless, I’m confident that current and upcoming 
members of the Alumni Board, under the commit-
ted leadership of Megan Coker as President, will 
have the vision and sagacity to make strategic de-
cisions that will continue to benefit and improve 
our Association – both as an organization and us 
as Alumni in general.

Sincerely,
Alex Garcia Topete (’07)
EMSPAA President 2014-2017

One Last Time...
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Planning our Bright Future

 As we approach June 1, I grow increasingly ex-
cited and humbled to take over the presidency of our 
Alumni Association. Andres and Alex have done an 
excellent job positioning the Alumni Association for 
a bright future with the help of our forward-thinking, 
hard-working members since 2012.  
 Many of you know my road-map for transitioning 
the Alumni Association into its next phase during my 
term, as you have seen it in my platform and heard me 
enthusiastically push it forward. Here, I’ve given it a 
bit more definition as we approach critical decisions 
about how to structure, invest, and spend the invest-
ment income of our new $1 million fund.
 The Association’s opportunities and potential 
have recently been supercharged by a $1 million gift 
from a very generous donor who wishes to remain 
anonymous.  We will have to learn quickly in the 
coming months about how to protect, invest, and 
prudently use the income from this fund to con-
tribute back to the Dallas and UT Dallas communi-
ties. Before we make any contributions, though, we 
should think carefully about our goals as an organi-
zation: what are our priorities, and how can we best 
achieve them?  
 For me, our top priorities include: (1) protect-
ing and further developing the McDermott Scholars 
Program so that it can continue to change the lives 
of young students and reshape Dallas and commu-
nities around the world; (2) promoting and further-
ing the development of UT Dallas; (3) ensuring that 
our alumni members remain connected to use our 
powerful network so that we can use our collective 
strength to make a positive impact; and (4) giving 
back to the Dallas community, both because it is our 
responsibility given our origins and because becom-
ing a well-respected organization within the Dallas 
community will help us to achieve our other goals.
 The biggest question facing us in the coming year 

will be how we can begin to use the income of our $1 
million investment fund to most effectively achieve 
these goals.  The Board will have to select a course of 
action.  Whether or not you are on the Board, I would 
love to hear your ideas and feedback.  
 I will recommend that we start with a modest, 
programmatic contribution to UT Dallas and/or the 
Dallas community that we can finance based solely 
on the income from our investment fund.  That would 
leave us free to use the proceeds of our annual fund 
raising to continue to grow our endowment, secure 
our financial future, and fund other activities of our 
organization.  
 We have already given to campus beautification, 
and the McDermott Scholars Program is in good shape 
financially.  Ideally, I think our contribution would go 
beyond another donation to the University to some-
thing more programmatic that helps to increase our 
involvement and points of contact with the University.  
In this time of leadership transition, one of the best 
ways to solidify our influence would be to give back 
to UT Dallas in a way that demonstrates our commit-
ment and keeps us in contact with the leadership of UT 
Dallas... (continued on page 4)

Thoughts from Incoming President Megan Coker

Megan Coker (’06), an Associate in complex commercial lit-
igation at Vinson & Elkins in Dallas, is the incoming Pres-

ident of the Alumni Association.



T h e  E u g e n e  M c D e r m o t t  S c h o l a r s  P r o g r a m  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n  •  p g . 4

 (Continued from page 3) There are many ways in 
which we could donate that fit within our mission 
statement. Could we support the growing connection 
between UT Dallas and My Possibilities, a Dallas or-
ganization that helps to provide higher education to 
adults with learning disabilities? Could we facilitate 
the work of the Callier Center or some other part 
of UT Dallas that combines academic research with 
community engagement? Could we bring artwork to 
campus or help to facilitate UT Dallas students’ en-
gagement with the arts in Dallas?  
 Those are just a few preliminary ideas.  I will have 
conversations with UT Dallas faculty, staff, and ad-
ministration officials in the coming months to learn 
about the ways in which we might contribute. I will 
bring what I have learned back to the Board. I hope 
that each of you will send me ideas and participate in 
the conversation about what we should choose.
 While we develop a contribution from our in-
vestment income, I also want to expand our existing 
programs. Our Grants Program is off to a strong start, 
encouraging innovative service and enabling UT Dal-

las students to have a positive impact on campus.  Our 
growing participation in Finalists Weekend has been 
coupled with an expanded slate of social events that 
help us all to reconnect and meet our newest mem-
bers. Our fund raising methods and capabilities are 
evolving as our membership grows and we become a 
more mature organization.
 Concentrations of our alumni in different cities 
throughout the United States are reaching a critical 
mass, and we hope to have alumni events in these cit-
ies, too.  I also want to gather information and create 
a virtual and physical portfolio showcasing our alum-
ni.  We could use this portfolio to promote UT Dallas 
and our organization locally and nationwide.  
 In short, it is an exciting time for the Eugene 
McDermott Scholars Program Alumni Association.  
I am thrilled to lead our organization during this time 
of planning and transition.  I hope you will lend me 
your skills, innovations, and labor as we take our next 
steps.  We will need everyone’s contributions to reach 
our full potential, but with robust participation, only 
the boundaries of our imaginations limit our impact.

Check out the Alumni Website!
McDermottAlumni.com

 Are you vaguely tech savvy and want 
to run the website?!  It can be yours to 
run!  The site is still alive but needs some 
fresh attention.  I am sure you all noticed 
that we transitioned our site to Medium.
com a few months ago (thanks Zac!), so 
it is now super easy to log in, draft new 
posts and publish away.  
 Maintaining the site would be a great 
contribution to the alumni association. 
We know based on the Google search 
results that potential McDermott appli-
cants are checking it out to find out what 

life after McDermott is like.            
 It would be great to keep it updated 
with fresh content about all the awesome 
things that alumni are up to.  Doesn’t have 
to be much, even once monthly would 
keep the site looking active.  If you’re in-
terested, please get in touch with Aidan 
--- skoyles@gmail.com



Alumni Spotlight

F E E L I N G 

SOCIAL? 

IMPACT! caught up with ’04 Laura:

Name:  Laura Mirielle Leonards (nee 
Anderson)

Class: 2004 
(the classiest class of them all)

Nicknames:  Mirielle

Significant Other: Husband ( Joseph 
Leonards)

Major: Molecular Biology

Graduate studies: Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center at 
New Orleans (Medical School), Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles 
(Diagnostic Radiology Residency)

Hometown: Lafayette, Louisiana

Favorite sport to watch and play: Ten-
nis.  I love Serena and Venus Williams, 
Rafael Nadal, and Roger Federer.  

Current location: Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia (more specifically, Westwood)

Occupation: Radiology Resident

Coolest part of your job: Improving 
patients’ wellbeing.  I also enjoy acting 
as a consultant to other physicians. 

Dream end-of-career job: Artist or 
science teacher

Future non-career ambitions: Have a 
family, start a band, build a house, and 
visit more National Parks.

Outside talents: Supreme Wheel of 

Fortune solver, mediocre pianist, pretty 
bad but passionate guitar and harmon-
ica player, amateur oenophile

One surprising thing Alumni 
wouldn’t  know about you: That I am 
an avid angler, crabber, and shrimper.  
I love to spend a morning boating in 
the Gulf marshes and spend an after-
noon boiling up a seafood feast! 

The most dangerous / exciting thing 
you’ve done: Snorkeled with a pilot 
whale while I was studying abroad in 
the Galapagos Islands or ridden my 
bike down the “most dangerous road” 
in rural Bolivia with my sister.  Techni-
cally, driving home daily on the 405 in 
Los Angeles is probably more danger-
ous. though. 

Favorite part about UTD: The qual-
ity of education I received.  UTD 
holds its students to a very high ac-
ademic standard and my degree in 
Molecular Biology has served me 
well throughout my medical career.

A favorite McDermott memory: 
Traveling as a class to Santa Fe, Mex-
ico City, Guanajuato, San Miguel de 
Allende, Austin, and Washington 
DC.  The Program’s commitment to 
cultural exploration and enrichment 
was such a special opportunity as a 
college student. 

What you want to tell the McDer-
mott Scholars: Enjoy your college years 
because they go by quickly!  Take ad-
vantage of the opportunities that the 
McDermott program offers in terms of 
networking, academic endeavors, and 
creative exploration. 

Highlighting the success and uniqueness of our alumni

Keep us updated!

Laura Mirielle Leonards, ‘04 Scholar

The Alumni Association wants 
to hear about exciting news in 
your life.
* Get engaged or married?
* Add a little one to the family?
* Wild world travels?

Post on our facebook page:
facebook.com/groups/emspaa/

Inform us via the website:
www.mcdermottalumni.com/

Or, email  today at mcdermot-
talumni@gmail.com
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Faculty Spotlight
IMPACT! caught up with Professor of Liter-
ary Studies, Dr. Theresa Towner:

Name:  Theresa M. Towner

Howetown: Salina, KS

Family members: Husband Steve Sloan, an 
attorney; daughter Alison Sloan, a musical 
theater major at Oklahoma City University; 
two pet cats, Dixie and Buddy

Rank order of siblings: Oldest of four

Undergraduate and Graduate programs: BA 
in English, University of Kansas; MA in En-
glish, University of Exeter (UK); PhD in En-
glish, University of Virginia

Dissertation: “A World Unsuspected”:  Sto-
ry as Structure, Telling as Theme in Faulk-
ner’s Later Novels

Teaching / Research Concentration: Faulk-
ner, American literature, African American 
literature, literature of fantasy, humanities

Current research: I’m Associate Director 
of Digital Yoknapatawpha, a project based 
at the University of Virginia that is map-
ping all of the fictions set in Faulkner’s 
mythical county (which is almost every-
thing he wrote). We do this by breaking 
the narrative facts in each text into Loca-
tions, Characters, and Events and enter-
ing the information into a database that 
creates maps of what happens, where, and 
to whom. Users can search the site for in-
stances of everything from racial violence, 
deer hunting, courtships, and slapstick hu-
mor to  historical events like the Civil War.   
 
We also include archival material like au-
dio clips of Faulkner talking about and 
reading his work, curated descriptions of 
manuscripts, and heatmaps showing where 
the action occurs at given  moments. Even-
tually, we hope to include photos of the 
material culture of Faulkner’s world, so 
that people who have never seen a froe, a 

middlebuster, or a segregated water foun-
tain can see literally what he saw when he 
observed his environment. To check it out:  
http://faulkner.iath.virginia.edu

Coolest part of your job: Getting to read for 
a living!  With students!

If you could teach any other elective, what 
would it be: No idea. I already get to teach 
what I love.

Dream end-of-career job (besides UTD, 
obviously): I would manage my daughter’s 
fabulously successful career on Broadway 
and venues across Europe.

Future non-career ambitions: Travel, espe-
cially to Anguilla.

Outside talents: Martial Arts

Favorite part(s) about living in Dallas: My 
neighborhood (University Park), including 
the local YMCA; the dining and arts scenes; 
Fair Park

One surprising thing UTD doesn’t  know 
about you: It still doesn’t know.

The most exciting thing you’ve done: I’ve 
been swimming with dolphins.

What you would do with $1 million: In-
vest it in a diversified portfolio.

What you would do with stopped time: Sit 
on the beach at Shoal Bay, Anguilla, with 
Steve and Alison and other nice people.

If you could have any superpower:  I’d fly, 
just because I could.

What you want to tell the Alumni Associ-
ation: I admire the work you’re doing and 
thank you for establishing the Victor Wors-
fold Grant Program.  It’s an honor to be as-
sociated with the McDermott Scholars and 
to know so many of you personally.  Keep in 
touch!

The Inside Scoop of our McDermott Faculty

Dr. Theresa Towner is a mem-
ber of multiple honors societies, and 
she has been selected for many UTD 
faculty awards and recognitions.  
 
“Data entry is tedious, but it has to 
be done by a Faulkner scholar because 
no one else would know how to an-
swer the fields required by the drop-
down menus. So I guess it’s a good thing 
I got that PhD,” Dr. Towner added.

Do you know a McDermott faculty member 
who would be a great candidate for the next edi-

tion of IMPACT? Send us a message!
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UT Dallas Rises to the top

UT Dallas is now ranked by the 
Times Higher Education as the #1 
university in the US under 50 years 
old. We are admitting our 28th class 
of freshmen this Fall. The university 
now has almost 27,000 students and 
continues to grow in its undergraduate 
offerings. 

This fall, we have 23 McDermott 
Freshmen and 119 National Merit 
Freshmen, 390 total National Mer-
it Scholars and over 100 McDermott 
Scholars, and over 1,000 students total 
in the Honors College programs (Na-
tional Merit, Collegium V, Terry).

ATEC is its own school and new 
majors include Mechanical Engineer-
ing and Philosophy. Honors cohort 
programs include Davidson Manage-
ment, Computer Science, and the new 
Liberal Arts cohort (A&H, EPPS, IS). 

Collegium V offerings have ex-
panded, including calculus, chemistry, 

neuroscience, and many more. Each 
semester faculty offer more than ten 
different 1-credit-hour readings tuto-
rials.

The campus continues to grow and 
develop. Phase three of beautification 
is complete (south mall, north mall, 
west towards housing). A biomedical 
sciences research building extends the 
NSERL facilities for more research 
space for faculty labs. 

The counseling center is a construc-
tion site and will be replaced by a new 
Mechanical Engineering building. The 
ATEC building has been in use for a 
couple of years, the Davidson-Gundy 
alumni center nears completion, and 
the student services building expan-
sion is complete. 

The NorthSide public-private part-
nership has completed phase 1 and 
broken ground on phase 2: restaurants 
and stores include a pizza parlor, pub, 

bubble tea, and many others. New uni-
versity apartments on the southwest 
corner of campus will offer additional, 
pre-furnished living space beginning 
in the fall semester.

There will be a new DART line that 
will use existing railroad tracks running 
that will connect campus to DFW. The 
university continues to grow in prom-
inence in the community and with 
graduate programs and future employ-
ers increasing their recruiting presence. 
Toyota and State Farm have both re-
cently moved headquarters (national, 
regional respectively) within a stone’s 
throw of campus. 

UT Dallas is a changed universi-
ty and there are many reasons to look 
on it with pride. If you haven’t visited 
campus in a few years, you will be im-
pressed by what you see.

Michael Seeligson, Assistant Provost

Changes all across campus highlight numerous exciting developments
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Finalists’ Weekend Success!
This year is the first Finalist Weekend I have ever man-

aged to get back to UTD for, so I had the unique privilege of 
being the singularly least well-informed Scholar Alumni in 
attendance! To say I was blown away is an understatement. 

Not only have the Program and Finalist Weekend grown 
and matured to an unimaginable degree since my first expe-
rience with them in 2001, but I was really humbled and im-
pressed in meeting and interacting both with the applicants 
and also with many of my fellow alumni, who I’ve done an 
altogether crummy job of keeping in touch with.

I was just so impressed and energized to see the bright, 
daring students attending the weekend and it really took me 
back to my last year of high school and the fond memories I 
had of first meeting my soon-to-be fellow Scholars. 

It’s incredibly encouraging to see the remarkable quality 
of students knocking at the door, trying to join us as Mc-
Dermott Scholars, and even more exciting for me to see the 
thoughtful deliberation that our McDermott Program and 
UTD faculty put into building each new vibrant class of 
Scholars. 

More than ever, I’m proud to be included in our McDer-
mott Scholar family and I’m so very excited to see the what 
all of us will be able to accomplish.

    --Bobby Janecka, 2002 Scholar

Welcoming the 2017 Class
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Alumni Networking
 The Alumni Association is still trying to foster some 
local McDermott networking in the communities where 
more than a few alumni have ended up. If you’re interest-
ed in tracking down other local alums or would like to 
help setting up local events, please email Bobby Janecka at 
janecka@gmail.com. 
 Some of the places where we think there may already 
be enough alums to justify a regular event include: Albu-
querque, Ann Arbor, Austin, Dallas, Ft Worth, Houston, 
New York, or Washington, D.C.

Fall Signature Event
Save the date for the next Alumni Association Signature 

Event, tentatively scheduled for lunchtime Friday, Novem-
ber 3rd, 2017 at the Dallas Museum of Art. Details are still 
being finalized, but please look for more information soon 
on the second occasion of what we hope will be a signifi-
cant biennial event for the organization.

Serving as an alumni representative on the McDer-
mott Selection Committee was the greatest honor I’ve 
had as an alumna. I did not take for granted the chance 
to provide over 20 bright, young minds the opportunity 
of a lifetime, and Braeden and I did our best to ensure 
that the future of our program meets the exceedingly 
high expectations of all alumni. 

I can also attest that the quality of applicants con-
tinues to rise, having both reviewed all applications 
and observed the 18 year olds discuss the merits of the 
1stamendment. And in case we didn’t know how much 
the McDermott staff invested in making sure the pro-
gram meets Mrs. McDermott and our standards, it was 
incredibly apparently when witnessing just how much 
thought and care each member of the committee put 
into deliberations. 

I am proud of the outcome of that process, and I look 
forward to seeing what these young scholars do (and 
witnessing just how much they kick all of our old folks’ 
butts!).  

   --Dina Shahrokhi, 2007 Scholar

Seniors and alumni gathered for brunch at Frankie’s Mexican Cui-
sine on Sunday of Finalists’ Weekend. Other social events included an 
alumni mixer at People’s Last Stand on Saturday.



Incoming! Class of 2017

The 2017 class of Scholars is made 
up of 12 women and 11 men with 10 
students from Texas, and 13 from 11 
other states. Collectively, this class 
has an average two-part SAT score of 
1563. 

20 of the 23 received recognition 
from the National Merit Scholarship 
program, 5 were high school valedic-
torians, 2 were high school salutato-
rians, and 5 were Presidential Scholar 
candidates.

Ms. Priya Agrawal
Hometown: Dallas, TX
High School: Greenhill School
Major: Biology, Comparative Literature

Ms. Priya Agrawal
Hometown: Dallas, TX
High School: Greenhill School
Major: Biology, Comparative Literature

Mr. Cameron Bossalini
Hometown: Dallas, TX
High School: St. Mark’s School of Texas
Major: Electrical Engineering

Mr. John Davis
Hometown: Round Rock, TX
High School: Round Rock High School
Major: Biology

Mr. Teni Fayiga
Hometown: Frisco, TX
High School: Home School
Major: Arts and Technology, Computer 
Science

Mr. Chirag Gokani
Hometown: Dallas, TX
High School: St. Mark’s School of Texas
Major: Physics

Mr. Zach Greenberg
Hometown: Culver City, CA
High School: Culver City High School
Major: Physics

Ms. Elizabeth Helfrich
Hometown: Bloomfield, MI
High School: International Academy
Major: Healthcare Studies

Ms. Jennifer Jenks
Hometown: Aurora, IA
High School: Linn Mar High School
Major: Neuroscience

Ms. Bethany Kasprzyk
Hometown: Gilbert, AZ
High School: Chandler Preparatory 
Academy
Major: Mechanical Engineering

Mr. Christian Kondor
Hometown: Seminole, FL
High School: Largo High School
Major: Physics

Ms. Taylor Kyes
Hometown: Gainesville, FL
High School: Eastside High School
Major: Marketing

Mr. Yilong Peng
Hometown: Austin, TX
High School: Vandegrift High School
Major: Biology, Psychology

Mr. Alex Polednik
Hometown: Broomfield, CO
High School: Legacy High School
Major: Computer Engineering

Ms. Carla Ramazan
Hometown: Reno, NV
High School: Sage Ridge School
Major: Undeclared

Ms. Stephanie Royer
Hometown: Tulsa, OK
High School: Union High School
Major: Neuroscience

Ms. Anna Schaeffer
Hometown: Strongsville, OH
High School: Cuyahoga Valley Christian 
Academy
Major: Undeclared

Mr. Rohit Shenoy
Hometown: Chandler, AZ
High School: Hamilton High School
Major: Mechanical Engineering

Mr. Evan Sun
Hometown: Round Lake, IL
High School: Illinois Math and Science 
Academy
Major: Biomedical Engineering

Ms. Roma Venkateswaran
Hometown: North Potomac, MD
High School: Thomas Sprigg Wootton 
High School
Major: Arts & Performance

Ms. Nikitha Vicas
Hometown: Coppell, TX
High School: Coppell High School
Major: Neuroscience

Ms. Alexis Vu
Hometown: Prosper, TX
High School: Prosper High School
Major: Computer Engineering

Mr. Austin Williams
Hometown: McKinney, TX
High School: McKinney Boyd High 
School
Major: Mechanical Engineering

The McDermott Program has completed its selection process for the incoming class of scholars
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Welcome New Alumni

Our Newest Members!

Vedika Agrawal
Baylor College of Medicine

Kathleen Alva
Museum Education

Pramukh Atluri
Master’s in Medical Science and Public Health at the University 
of Vermont in Burlington

Marisa Campain
University of Colorado School of Dental Medicine

Eric Chen
Verizon

Tyler Criss
Biomedical field in medical device design

Nancy Fairbank
International development with a focus on poverty and inequali-
ty at U. Birmingham, then evidence-based policy evaluation and 
social intervention at Oxford as a Marshall Scholar. Plans on 
attending law school and is interested in policy development and 
politics.

Caitlynn Fortner
Traveling and seeking employment

Samantha Hartke
Master’s degree in Water Resources Engineering at UW Mad-
ison

Lyndsey Ibarra
Foundations Programs Associate with Robert W. Baird

Andrew Johannesen 
Seeking employment

Anupam Kumar
Master’s in Biomedical Engineering at UT Dallas

Priya Mathew
UT Southwestern Medical School

Stephen McMahon
Dell/Stanford Medical School

Adam Mendonca
Tesla

Lauren O’Neal
MPH in Global Health and Environment program at Berkeley

Andrei Rosu
Medical School

Andrew Vaccaro
Hewlett Packard Enterprise

Andrew Wei
McKinsey & Company

The Alumni Association welcomes our newest members - scholars from the class of 2013
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The 2013 McDermott Scholars have studied abroad in 30 different countries.

They have won:
• Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship
• Phi Kappa Phi National - Study Abroad Grant
• Harry S. Truman Scholarship - Finalist
• Marshall Scholarship
• U.S. Dept. of State/CAORC Critical Language Scholarship
• And have 12 Phi Kappa Phi members

 
They have contributed nearly 60,000 hours to community service, campus leadership, personal development, and 
professional growth.



Generosity Proves Class
Donations from scholars, parents, and corporate matching funds totaled over $29,000

The 2016 fundraising drive resulted in a 40% participation rate from all alumni within the Association 
(81 scholars), as well as full participation from the 2012 class and its parents. This was our best year yet.
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Our fourth Galactic Drive proved to be our most successful 
year for the Association, with a record setting fundraising total. 
The Galactic Drive is comprised of three components: 

1) The McDermott creation and Development Cup (The 
McD Cup): This is based on a point allocation which takes 
into account total contributed dollars, recurring donations, 
third party donations, and percentage of class participation.

 Congratulations Class of 2005 on its first win!

2) The McDermott $dOLLAR$ Cup: Money, money, money: 
straight up dollars – which class can be the most generous?

 Thank you Class of 2005 with over $7,000 raised!

3) Supernova Awards: The stellar performance of individual 
scholars. Our top 12 donating Scholars accounted for 70% 
of all Alumni donations and over 50% of all total donations.

On behalf of the Board, the Association, and the University, 
thank you for your contributions and support.

--Benedict Voit (’04), Vice President of Development
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